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ARENA:

This is an interview with Mr. Henry W. Akard, in
Whittier, California, November 11, 1971, Arena
interviewing. Shall we begin, Mr. Akard, by my
asking you where and when you were born?

AKARD:

October 22, 1916, Stanton, Arizona.

ARENA:

And how did you get to come to California?

AKARD:

My mother's brother lived in Whittier, and my dad's
two uncles lived up in Azusa [California], and my
dad was getting tired of cowboying, so he sold his
cow ranch, decided it was about time to retire, and moved to
California and bought himself an orange grove with his brother
in-law, Clark Wingert, up in Azusa. They farmed it fora while,
but most of the time Dad was in Arizona, and decided he liked
the cow business better, and he was over helping his brothers
in-law--which he still had two brothers-in-law in Arizona--and
Clark bought his interest in the orange grove, and then we
moved to Whittier so my mother would be over here a little
closer to her brother, [Jefferson G.] Jeff wingert, and that's
how we happened to come here.
ARENA:

About when was it that you personally came here, when
all this moving back and forth took place?

AKARD:

We moved here in 1928.

ARENA:

1928, and you were born in 1916. By the way, just
so you have an idea of the relationship to the age
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of the President, he was born in 1913, so you were about in
the same era, three years younger. The name wingert that you
mentioned, is that any relationship to the Wingert who was a
part of the law firm of the President?
AKARD:

Yes.
[Jefferson G.] Jeff Wingert was Mr. Nixon's
law partner with Mr. [Thomas W.] Bewley.

ARENA:

If I could just go back a minute to the
I see.
interesting background of your father. You say he
was a cowboy. He actually operated a cattle ranch in
Arizona?

AKARD:

He had three different ranches in Arizona.

ARENA:

About how many head did he operate on these ranches?

AKARD:

On one ranch he had 500 head of cows; on another he
had 2500 head of cows, and on the last one he had
800 head of cows.

ARENA:

Did he ever attempt to do that here in California,
Mr. Akard?

AKARD:

No. His love was Arizona. He moved there from
Missouri when he was thirteen years old, in 1876. He
was born in 1863. His dad was a cattleman before him,
and a surveyor and, oh, I guess he could do something else,
but anyway, his main love was ranching, and his dad was quite
interested in thoroughbred horses, and of course, the boys
were all interested in horses, also.

ARENA:

How many in the family, if I may ask, brothers and
sisters?

AKARD:

Well, my dad had five brothers and two sisters.

ARENA:

And then how many children did your father have;
how many brothers and sisters did you have?

AKARD:

I just have one sister.

ARENA:

Did you do any of this cowboying yourself?

AKARD:

Only in the summertime, when we'd go to my uncle's
ranch to spend the summer.

ARENA:

And you did this as a full-fledged cowboy, not just
for fun, or did you?

AKARD:

No, just for fun, my own enjoyment.
horse over there. He was my horse.

I always had a
I rode him only
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in the summertime. Then they'd pull the shoes off of him
and let him loose and left him rest until the next summer,
and he was a pretty fair horse. I could lope him easy into
Kirkland [Arizona], about five miles away. And there was
always kids to match races with there. And thenillpe him home
again, get him dried off. They knew what I was doing, because
they did the same thing when they were kids.
ARENA:

Now, if I'm not mistaken, you operate your own
station.

AKARD:

Service station.

ARENA:

Service station. How did the interest from horses
turn over to cars, if I may ask? About when did
that come into play?

AKARD:

Oh, when I graduated from high school I went one year
to Fullerton Junior College [Fullerton, California].
Then I decided I didn't want to go to school, and so
my dad said, "You're going to go to work." He took me to
Imperial Valley [California] first. A friend of his raised
alfalfa and fattened steers there. And he said, "Now, we can
buy a ranch down here and you can go to work here." I told
him it was too hot down there for me. He said, "Well, you
don't have to stay here in the summertime. I've got a lot of
real good friends that are getting old." In fact, he had
quite a few Spanish friends and some Indian friends and that
heat didn't bother them a bit. He said, "I can get a couple
of 'em to come down and stay on the ranch in the summertime
when it got real hot and you could come home to Whittier.
I told him I didn't want any part of it, so he said, "Well,
the next thing to do is go buy an orange grove and you can go
to work on the orange grove." So I worked on the orange grove
for a while, and of course, like all kids, you like cars. And
I messed around, like the kids do today, with the hot rod and
got to working in a service station, and then got in the auto
mobile business, worked from the service station into the parts
room and onto the service floor and sold cars, and ended up
with an interest in an automobile agency, which was the wrong
one to buy, a Packard. Then I sold it and went to work for
another automobile agency and then got tired of that and bought
the service station in 1959 and been there ever since.
II

ARENA:

Did you ever have any contact with the President or
any of the members of the President's family before
1945, when he first entered into politics?

Yes, I used to work for the President's uncle,
Russell Harrison, Sr., on his Colima Dairy, and
Russell [Harrison] Jr., and I used to deliver milk
to the Nixon market, which was on the site of the present
service station which I operate.

AKARD:
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ARENA:

And was there any contact between your uncle, Mr.
Wingert, who was your father's brother-in-law • • • .
Was there any contact between you and him and Presi
dent Nixon in that connection? Did you ever visit him in his
office, or do you recall any occasion when he would mention
his law partner, President Nixon?

AKARD:

I used to come up to see Uncle Jeff, like all kids,
every so often, or men--we were young men then--and
you'd always speak to Dick, never visit with him be
cause you came by to see Uncle Jeff, and they're busy and they
have lots of things to do, and you didn't like to interfere
with their clients, because if somebody's got an appointment
they want to keep their appointment and get their business
taken care of and be on their way. But Dick was the president
of the 20-30 Club, which I belonged to at the same time he did
here in Whittier, in which he made a real strong president of
the club.
ARENA:

Did you have any contact with him from the standpoint
of ever seeing him in sports? You might recall that
he was on the team of Whittier College. He didn't
play in games too often, but he did remain on the team, and I
was,wondering if you . .
AKARD:

I used to go to all the Whittier College games, like
all the rest of the kids in town, but you know, you
never paid that much attention.

ARENA:

So you don't recall him in that period • • •

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:
AKARD:

. as much as you do in the 20-30 Club.

But really, before that, the most interesting thing,
I was in Arizona one summer and Dick was up at Pres
cott [Arizona], and they have a Fourth of July cele
bration every year, and of course, that's the big thing of the
year, and my dad's best friend was the sheriff of Prescott,
and of course, my dad and his brother-in-law would go up and
we'd stay the four days in Prescott. We'd stay at the Lollard
home, and I had an account at the Palace Saloon, so I could go
down and have lunch, all the orange juice and pop or anything
that any kid would want, or take anybody in, and then Dick was
running at night, oh, you know where you spin the roulette
wheel, and if it stops on the red or a number, why you got a
ham or a bacon, or something like that. And that was the first
time I'd seen him there, so I went down and put the dime on the
counter and won a pound of bacon, and then he told me not to
play any more, that I'd just lose my money, and we visited a
while and I went on fooling around the town. But that was back
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when he was real young.
I probably was oh, twelve, thirteen,
fourteen years old. You know, it's been so long ago you've
forgotten.
I wasn't old enough to drive a car yet, or any
thing, and I had to walk allover town, or one of the deputies
from the sheriff's office, all I had to do was go in and tell
him I wanted to go to the fairgrounds now, and he'd take me
out there, because Dad and Frank [Francis Anthony Nixon] would
help with the show.
In other words, my uncle was judge of the
bronco-riding and the team-tying, and Dad helped with the
shoots. Well, i t was just like a big family in those days.
Now they don't do it that way. So it was really a ball for
four days.
ARENA:

Do you recall what brought the President out to Pres
cott at that time, what the occasion was?

AKARD:

I don't know what it was, but a few years. • . • Or
maybe it was after that, but I'm sure that he and his
cousin, Russell Harrison, Jr., made a trip over there,
and I'm not sure but I think that Harold [Samuel Nixon] was
along, Dick's older brother. He wasn't too well and they
wanted to get him in a drier climate, I believe.
ARENA:

But you didn't know that at the time; you found this
out later.

AKARD:

I didn't know that at the time, and I know that
Russell [Harrison], Jr., always laughed, because
Frank [Nixon] and my dad had stuck their old Model T
in the sand wash, and Russell was teasing my dad about it, and
he said that after a bit he'd take the team and go over and
pull it out. I'm sure that through Uncle Jeff and Dick's dad,
or something, they had sent him, because they wanted to find
something over there and they knew that my dad was there and
that they had this other brother-in-law and Uncle Jeff's
brother, also, had a ranch not too far from there.

ARENA:

Was there ever any meeting with the President through
the period before the college years? Maybe you were
in the same high school or elementary school for a
while, or something like that. You know he attended East
Whittier Elementary School.
AKARD:

Well, I never went to East Whittier [Elementary
School]. See, I went to Whittier High School and the
grammar schools here in Whittier, John Muir [Junior
High School].

ARENA:

Well, there's that three years difference. Maybe you
missed one another at Whittier High School, too, or
did you spend a year while he was on the high school
campus?
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AKARD:

I don't remember whether he was the. • • • It seems
to me that he could have been a senior when I was a
freshman, but I wouldn't say for sure.

ARENA:

If he were a senior and you were a freshman, that's
possible. But whether you were on campus or not, the
year he graduated was '30, so it would have been the
year 1929-30 that was his senior year.

AKARD:

Well, see, I graduated from Whittier High School in
1934.

ARENA:

have been a freshman
difference, so it's
campus at the same
particular about him,

Well, theoretically you would
that year, exactly four years
possible that you were on the
time, but you don't recall anything in
hearing him or seeing him speak.

AKARD:

No, I don't.
I went to one of the debates with his
dad and Russell [Harrison], Jr. and Russell [Harrison],
Sr.

ARENA:

And what do you recall of that debate? Oh, he was
along with you when you went to the debate.

AKARD:

Right. We, all of us, went together.
happened to go, I can't remember.

ARENA:

This was in the high school period.

AKARD:

The high school period, yes.

ARENA:

You don't recall anything about, we'll say, whether
he was nervous. Did he seem to be talking about
the debate? I realize that was a long time ago.

AKARD:

The only thing I can remember is that he won the
debate.

ARENA:

Because you came back with him.

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall the reaction of his father and Uncle
Russell Harrison?

AKARD:

Oh, everybody was real enthused, you know, and of
course, Russell, Jr., was probably more like I am,
not the serious type like Dick, not the studious
type.

ARENA:

Do you recall in any way what the subject was of
that debate?

Now how I
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AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Was that the first one you attended?

AKARD:

The first and only one I ever attended.

ARENA:

And did you find it interesting at that time? Do
you recall that you wished you had been at the
movies or watching a football game, or something
like that?

AKARD:

Well, I think it was a deal where Russell, Jr., had
to go and so I went with him.

ARENA:

Do you think there was a possibility that Russell, Jr.
and therefore you, but especially Russell, who was a
cousin--his mother [Elizabeth Milhous Harrison] was
a sister of the President's mother, Hannah Milhous Nixon--do
you think that was just a question of giving moral support to
his cousin during the debate? Does that in any way seem to
show up?

AKARD:

Well, I think it was just the deal that Russell, Sr.
said we were going. There was no question about it.
No more debate about THAT.

ARENA:

You didn't have to go, but since your buddy was going
you thought you might as well go, too.

AKARD:

We probably worked the milk route first, and then
had to go.

ARENA:

Do you recall if the President ever
milk route deliveries, himself?

AKARD:

No, I don't think so.

ARENA:

Not as long as you were doing it.
another time.

AKARD:

Might have been some other time, but he probably had
all he could do, selling it after we got it delivered.

ARENA:

How was it delivered? What were the containers at
that time like? You didn't deliver it in, of course,
nice milk bottles, or anything like that.

AKARD:

Oh, we delivered it in quart bottles.

ARENA:

Oh, is that right? In other words, Mr. Russell
Harrison, Sr., also put the milk from his own dairy
in the bottles?

helped with any

Might have been
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AKARD:

He had--I can't remember if it was on Cole Road or
Gunn Road--the dairy, and had the barns and then
the cows and the alfalfa field there, and had the
milker, and it ran into a cooler and from the cooler it
bottled it, and we delivered it. And then at night when he
got through he went back and unloaded the truck and washed
the bottles and had steam to sterilize them.

ARENA:

It was a full dairy operation.

AKARD:

Full dairy operation.

ARENA:

And all by truck, at this point, or horses?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

And by the way, were you able to drive at this
point?

AKARD:

No, I wasn't old enough.

ARENA:

Who did the driving?

Just truck.

AKARD:

Russell, Jr. And I only helped him, usually on
Saturdays and Sundays, and sometimes when Clifford
Coon couldn't go. Clifford usually run the route,
but during the week when he didn't want to work I would run
the route for him, and Russell would drive. But Russell, Jr.
had to drive every day after school. See, Clifford Coon
lived across the street from us, and that's how I happened
to meet Russell, Jr. and Russell, Sr.

ARENA:

How was Mr. Russell Harrison, Sr. to work for?

AKARD:

Oh, real good.
I mean, he was strict, but we always
had a good time.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you how much pay you received
for how many hours, at that time?

AKARD:

Oh, you didn't get paid by the hour. You got fifty
cents for running the route and working in the dairy
cleaning up the bottles afterwards, which was a lot
of money for a kid then.
I mean, there was no idea of keeping
track of the time, or anything like that. It was, what you
might say, a flat rate.

ARENA:

You were still in school then, because you were still
too young to drive. And during what part of the
school day, in the morning before school?

AKARD:

No, after school.
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ARENA:

Oh, after school. About how long on the average
did it take? Would you go to the dairy right after
school?

AKARD:

Russell would pick me up, you know, at home or at
school.

ARENA:

Abou t what time?

AKARD:

It would probably be somewhere around 3:30. Satur
days and Sundays you would leave probably around
1:00.

ARENA:

And was the idea of the
would deliver it in the
be good the rest of the
day until the next milk came; is

daily delivery that you
late afternoon and it would
day, as well as the next
that the idea?

AKARD:

Well, yould keep it in the cooler, you know. Every
thing in there was packed in ice, just like they do
today. outside of today, they have half-gallon
bottles, but for the home delivery they're still packed in
ice. Thatls the only way they can deliver it.
ARENA:

Do you recall what percentage of the business and
delivery were to stores and businesses and maybe
hotels, and what percentage was to private homes?

AKARD:

Most everything was to private homes in the East
Whittier area.

ARENA:

Did you or Russell, Jr. actually handle the business
end, make any record of the deliveries you dropped
off, or • . •

AKARD:

Russell would mark off what he delivered at each
house. Held have a regular delivery route book, and
he would mark off everything that he left. They had
a real good business.

ARENA:

Was he in any other business? I'm thinking of
raising citrus fruit, at the same time, do you
recall?

AKARD:

Yes, he had an orange grove on East Whittier Boule
vard where they lived. Then later he bought the
groves up north.

ARENA:

Did possibly you and Russell, Jr. and the President
ever go away together sometime, say, hunting or to
the reservoirs, for a week or month, or anything
like that? Did you ever go along on any of those trips?
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AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Even though you weren't a relative, did you have the
feeling that you were treated like one? Did you ever
go inside President Nixon's home with Russell, Jr.
and if he took a piece of bread or cake, you were invited to
do the same thing?

AKARD:

Oh, we very seldom went into the house, because when
we delivered the milk you were on the run and you
wanted to get through as soon as possible. But I did
get a bicycle from the Nixon family, the first bicycle that I
ever had. Russell, Jr. had it first, and then the Nixon
family had it, and it had a broken wheel, and when I wanted a
bicycle Russell said there was one out at Nixon's. So he and
I went out one day and they gave i t to me.
ARENA:

Who actually gave it to you?
cumstances?

Do you recall the cir

AKARD:

Oh, I can't remember.

ARENA:

Was it Mr. Frank [Nixon], the father, or • • .

AKARD:

No. Russell made all the arrangements, and we came
for the bike, and when we came for the bike, one of
them said, "It's out by the old house." The house
was behind the store. And we got it and brought it home.

ARENA:

Was this before you were in high school, do you
recollect?

AKARD:

Yeah, this was before I was in high school, because
I rode it to John Muir [Junior High School] and first
year in high school.

ARENA:

What did it take to fix it up?

AKARD:

Oh, I had to buy a tire and another wheel, and just a
general clean-up. It was in pretty fair shape.

ARENA:

Was there anything mentioned in any way about your
paying for it, or it being taken off your work by
Mr. Russell Harrison, Sr.?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

It was a pure gift, in other words, from the Nixon
family by way of Russell, Jr. or Sr.?

AKARD:

Russell, Jr.
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ARENA:

Russell, Jr. was the one who made all the arrange
ments.

AKARD:

Right, because it was about the first bicycle that
had a motor on it, a gasoline motor. But whatever
happened. • • • He couldn't remember whatever
happened to the gasoline motor. In fact, they wouldn't have
let me have the gasoline motor, anyway. But he had it so you
could ride it with a gasoline motor, which was way before his
time.

ARENA:

And this gasoline motor was something strictly that
had been added to the bicycle; the bicycle didn't
come with it.

AKARD:

No, it didn't. It was something that he had put
together himself. He was a real good mechanic. In
fact, he still has a garage up, now, out of Santa
Barbara [CalifoInia], I think it is.

ARENA:

If I'm not mistaken, this would be Ojai, California,
and as a matter of fact, over the years did not
Russell, Jr. work, possibly with the service station
or the gasoline pumps that Mr. Frank Nixon had? Did he oper
ate those, and also help working and maintaining on the cars
that belonged to the Nixon family? Did you ever see him doing
that?

AKARD:

No, I don't remember that. It seemed like you got
away, you know, when you didn't work for them any
more. To get a little deeper, Russell, Jr. and my
sister used to go together. For a long time I used to think
he was going to be my brother-in-law, but it was just one of
those things that didn't happen, you know. My dad was always
crazy about Russell, Jr. They were real good friends. He
always liked to see him come to the house.

ARENA:

He was a little older than you, too, about the same
age as the President?

AKARD:

He would be about three years older than I am,
probably. Maybe two, but older.

ARENA:

Was there any contact with the other brothers of the
President, you and maybe Donald [Francis Donald Nixon]
or Edward [Calvert Nixon] or Harold [Samuel Nixon] or
little Arthur [Burdg Nixon]? As you know, possibly, the two
brothers, Harold and Arthur, died.

AKARD:

Yeah.

ARENA:

Did you have any contact with them before 1945?
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AKARD:

No. You'd see Don in the store, you know; just like
Dick, you'd see him in the store, but when you were
delivering on the route you didn't have that much
time.

ARENA:

Again, although you didn't pay much attention, what
do you recall, thinking back, of the President in
the store? Would he be the one who would pick up
the milk sometimes? Did he have a book in his hand? Was he
practicing the piano around late afternoon? Was he playing
ball? What do you recall of all the times you ran into him
at the store?

AKARD:

Well, I don't recall much about it. You might say
I didn't pay any attention to it. You were just
doing like anybody else would. I know Mrs. [Hannah]
Nixon was always REAL, real friendly.
She was always just
especially nice.

ARENA:

Do you recall any particular occasions on which she
was nice; for example, either giving you some pie or
inviting you to come in for something? Or was it
just her manner every time you saw her?

AKARD:

It was just her manner.

ARENA:

Were there any other relatives of the Milhous-Nixon
family with whom you came into contact? You probably
do know the [Oscar 0.] Marshburns.

AKARD:

Yes, I do know the Marshburns.

ARENA:

The [Philip H.] Timberlakes in Riverside?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

That would be another aunt of the President. Of
course, Russell Harrison, Sr., was a relative
through marriage. Did you know the nurse, Mrs.
[Martha] Gibbons?

AKARD:

No, I didn't know any. • . • Like in a little town
you'd know who Mr. Oscar Marshburn was and who Mr.
Clifford Marshburn was, and that was as far as it
would go.

ARENA:

Unless there's anything else in this period that we
left out, I want to get over to the later period
where you and the President were together in the
20-30 Club, but I just want to make sure we covered this early
period.
Is there anything concerning Prescott, Arizona, for
example? This chance game, and the wheel type of chance, do
you recall if he had to do any type of barking; that is, call

-13

out and try to get people to come over and play?
that sort of thing?

Did he do

AKARD:

Well, all of them in their booths would have to,
you know.

ARENA:

He was in a booth, too.

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

Was it a separate booth?

AKARD:

Yes, as I remember it, the booth was enclosed, you
know, and you had your wheel there and your mer
chandise behind you. Like most all carnival deals,
it was to raise money for the city. In fact, they called it
Slippery Gulch, you know.

ARENA:

Do you recall what clothing he was wearing? Did he
give the appearance of being very mature with a
jacket and tie?

AKARD:

I don't remember that.

ARENA:

Do you recall anyone advising you not to go to the
carnival and not to play any of these games, by the
way?

AKARD:

No. That was the time when everybody went to town
to have a good time, and my dad and uncle both gave
me money to spend, and also their friend owned the
Palace Hotel and Saloon, and before we left town my dad went
in and paid Barney Smith for all the soda pop and sandwiches
and everything else I had eaten and had there. This was a
real old-time saloon with a brass rail, and the bar came
around the horn. It was wide-open gambling there.

ARENA:

This wasn't the case when you were there, though.

AKARD:

No, it was closed. It could have been. I don't
know what they were doing all the time, but I imagine
if you knew the right place, why, gambling was still
probably in effect.

ARENA:
AKARD:

Do you recall how old you were the last time you
attended this saloon?

It's still standing today. In fact, not over three
months ago there was a moving picture shot in it.
I don't know the name of the picture or who acted
in it, but it was there not over three months ago.
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ARENA:

When you talk about Slippery Gulch, that was the
name of the carnival that was set up, like a little
miniature city?

AKARD:

By the townspeople, you know.

ARENA:

I did ask you if you were told specifically not to
gamble. You don't recall anyone saying, "Don't go
to that chance game," or anything like that.

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Do you recall that these games and carnivals were
ever brought into Whittier where you lived on a
regular basis, maybe the Fourth of July?

AKARD:

No. Over here they used to have a regular avocado
show, but nothing. . . • Well, they'd have the
Ferris wheels, you know, and things like that.

ARENA:

Do you recall how long it took you to go by car to
Prescott, and I assume that was the way you did
travel? Was there a train route you could take, or
a bus?

AKARD:

I went the first time on the train with my mother
when I was eight years old, the first trip back.
And my mother left me with my dad. And then I made
the other trips to Arizona with my dad in his Model T, and
we would drive as far as Blythe [california], stay all night
with a friend of his who had a ranch there. We'd get up early
the next morning to be the first ones down to the ferry to
cross the Colorado River, or otherwise you had to wait till
they got a full load on the other side before they'd come
back across and pick you up.
ARENA:

Did you mention a place called Blythe? About how
long did it take in that Model T from Whittier to
that area, to Prescott?

AKARD:

Oh, if you would drive straight through it would
take a good twelve, fifteen hours. Now you can go
over in about six hours.

ARENA:

Do you recall stories of people being lost or people
dying on that route?

AKARD:

No. My dad went to La Paz [Mexico] in a freight
train with a man who hauled freight when he was a
little kid. Well, he wasn't little--I mean, he was
over thirteen years old--when the steamboats used to come up
the Colorado River and they unloaded the freight supplies
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there,. Let's see, that would be back in. • . . Probably
the first trip he made down there would be in 1878, '79,
something like that, with a man by the name of Gueng.
ARENA:

Was there attempt, in this Prescott time, to put on
a rodeo, or anything like that?

AKARD:

Well, that's where the first one was held, oh, in
the early 1800's, and I know my dad went up and some
of his friends rode in it, and he took a horse up
for one of them to ride.
In those days, you didn't saddle a
horse in the shoot. One man held him and the other one
saddled him and then the man that was going to ride him got
on him right there and then they pulled the blinds up. There
was no bucking strap on them then. He had to be a horse that
was just naturally mean and would buck.

ARENA:

Is there anything else about this episode at Prescott
and the rodeo that I haven't asked about and you
might recall now, before we move on to something
else? It was only on this one occasion that you encountered
the President there? He might have been there more than once.

AKARD:

He might have been there more than once, but that
was the only time I saw him there.

ARENA:

Do you recall seeing other members of the Nixon or
Milhous family there?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Say Harold himself, at this time?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Nor Grandmother Almira [Burdg Milhous].

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Did you ever meet his grandparents or see them?

AKARD:

No, I never met them or saw them.

ARENA:

Let's move over to your contact with the President
on the 20-30 Club level. First of all, how would you
describe that club? What were the dues, who could
join, and what were the purposes of that organization?

AKARD:

It was sponsored more or less by the Rotary Club in
Whittier here.
I think they helped start the club
in Whittier. It was a going club the first time that
I attended it, and you had to be between the ages of twenty
and thirty years old, and you had to work for some business
in Whittier.
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ARENA:

At that time, how old were you, do you recollect?

AKARD:

I was probably somewhere around twenty-two years
old.

ARENA:

Which would make the President about twenty-five.
Do you recall what the dues were?

AKARD:

They weren't. • • • You see, money was still hard in
those days. The dues probably weren't over two
dollars a month, something like that. We had our
dinner there. I think the meals were only a dollar and a
half, or maybe it was a dollar and a quarter, but it wasn't
a whole lot.

ARENA:

And when you say there, where were the meetings held?

AKARD:

At the William Penn Hotel.

ARENA:

Now, you think it was sponsored by the Rotary Club.
Are you sure?

AKARD:

I'm not sure on that.

ARENA:

But it was a separate group.
Rotary Club.

AKARD:

No. Dr. [Horace] Wilson was always there. In other
words, he was more or less the senior advisor, and
he was always at the meetings.

ARENA:

Was Dr. Wilson a medical man?

AKARD:

He was a medical doctor in Whittier. In fact, he
probably delivered 90 percent of the 20-30 Club
kids when he was practicing~ a real fine doctor.

It wasn't called the

ARENA:

Try to think of one particular meeting that stands
out in your mind. Did it begin with the Pledge of
Allegiance, with the singing of the national anthem?
Was there a benediction? Did they have a minister come in and
give the benediction? Did the members do that?
AKARD:

No. We always had the Pledge of Allegiance.
then we had. • . • Gee, I can't remember.

And

ARENA:

Well, I understand the President played the piano.
Did he do that on a regular basis?

AKARD:

No. Herbert Nanney was the piano player. His father
had the Swain and Nanney Real Estate Agency here in
Whittier.
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ARENA:

And he was the one who would regularly play the
piano.

AKARD:

Yes, he played the piano.

ARENA:

Did you EVER see the President play the piano, for
any occasion? Were there any social affairs at
which he would play the piano?

AKARD:

I never remembered him playing it.

ARENA:

How about dances? Did it host dances or did members,
including the President and yourself, attend other
dances by other groups and other clubs?

AKARD:

I don't recall. We had dances at the 20-30 Club,
but I don't recall him dancing or anything like that.
There was probably forty or fifty members.

ARENA:

Do you recall if the meetings were held during the
evening or the noon hours?

AKARD:

Evening.

ARENA:

And were they once a week?

AKARD:

Once a week, on Tuesday.

ARENA:

Actually, again, what would tend to take place at a
regular meeting? Were reports given?

AKARD:

Well, we always had a real good speaker. In other
words, we had a program chairman and he tried to get
the best speaker possible, you know, for no funds.
We had no funds to pay a speaker; and then they always sang
some songs, and of course, there was always a little horseplay
and fines levied.
ARENA:

Do you recall who some of the most famous speakers
were, by any chance?

AKARD:

No, I don 't.

ARENA:

Could they be people from out of town?

AKARD:

Well, once in a while you'd get somebody from out of
town.

ARENA:

Do you recall conversing directly with the President
at this time, maybe talking over the Prescott busi
ness? Was he approachable, easy to talk with, from
your reCOllection?
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AKARD:

Oh, he was always easy to talk to. Nothing specific,
just like any other person you'd meet on the street
that you knew.

ARENA:

Was there any recollection on his part, for example,
that you used to deliver milk to the Nixon store,
that you got the Nixon bicycle? Do you know if that
ever came up and put you in any special relationship?

AKARD:

No, I don't think so.

ARENA:

I presume the 20-30 Club did not include women.

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

I presume there were occasions where women were in
vited.

AKARD:

Right.
In other words, you had them for your instal
lations and for any dances that you had.

ARENA:

What guess would you make as to the number of members
that were married? Was it a great majority, do you
think, or about fifty-fifty?

AKARD:

I'd say about fifty-fifty, or maybe about sixty-forty,
but pretty close to even.

ARENA:

Did you feel that either the President, or members
like him who had a college education, and you did not,
that one group more or less stuck by itself and the
others stuck by themselves, say those with the college educa
tion, the professional men, or was there a kind of easy ex
change among all members, regardless of whether they were
doctors or lawyers or businessmen?

AKARD:

I think it was pretty even all the way. There was
no I'm-better-than-you attitude any place.

ARENA:

Do you think that was worthwhile, by the way, and
in looking back, did you get your money's worth or
your time's worth that you put into it, that organi
And let me ask, finally, is it still in existence?

zation?
AKARD:

I don't believe it is any more here in Whittier.
different towns it's still in existence.

In

ARENA:

It wasn't just something that existed in Whittier.

AKARD:

No, it was started in Stockton [California] and San
Jose [California] and Sacramento [California] and
• • • • That's what the S's stand for.
There are
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four S's in the slogan, "Sincerity in Service is our Slogan
for Success." In some of the projects . • • • We went down
and cleaned up the old abandoned cemetery two or three times;
I think it's on Bailey [Street] or Camilla [Street].
ARENA:

Oh, it's not the one that's called Founders' Park
today?

AKARD:

Now they have made a park out of it.

ARENA:

Is that the one that's called Founders' Park today?

AKARD:

Right.

ARENA:

And all of the headstones have been removed and are
by the pico Mansion [pico Rivera, California].

AKARD:

Right.

ARENA:

That's the same one, I see.
projects.

AKARD:

That was one of the projects. Then another one of
the projects was painting the house numbers on the
street. And another one was collecting clot hing for
the Indians in Arizona.

And that was one of your

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

If we can continue on this 20-30 Club a bit more,
do you recall Mr. [Donald E.] Don Fantz?

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

And do you recall the incident concerning his son
who was very ill and the 20-30 Club took on the illness
of the son as a special project? Do you know about
that?

AKARD:

I vaguely remember something about it, but not
enough to say anything about it.

ARENA:

You don't recall the son personally, either.
never saw him.

AKARD:

Well, I saw him.

ARENA:

But not in connection with the big special interest
of the club?

AKARD:

No, I don't remember that.

ARENA:

What do you recall about Don Fantz himself?

You
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AKARD:

Oh, a real fine person, had a •

ARENA:

Was he an officer, by the way?

AKARD:

Yes, I think at one time; he was one of the former
presidents.

ARENA:

How long would a president serve, if I may ask, and
were reelections allowed?

AKARD:

Yes. I believe it was for one year. 1 1 m not sure,
but I think it was one year. It could have been six
months, but I'm pretty sure in looking back that it
could have been a year.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the elections were ever very
fierce? Or ever that there was any--I won't say bad
blood--but any arguments over the elections, or did
they tend to be routine things?

AKARD:

No, I think it was always handled real diplomatically.
I don't think anybody had any hard feelings.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the elections were preceded by
actual campaigns, where the different candidates,
including the President, got up and spoke, and would
try to convince the membership to vote for them? Was that
done?

AKARD:

I don't think it was anything. . . . If you wanted
to go through the chairs, you know, and worked hard
and did a good job, you had a good chance of working
right on up.

ARENA:

Is there anything else about the 20-30
you've left out that you would like to
in cooperation with the other clubs in
projects? For instance, did you cooperate with
in any way?

Club that
mention, maybe
some special
the Red Cross

AKARD:

Well, every so often we went down and donated blood
at the church, a group from the 20-30 Club.

ARENA:

Did you notice that--or did you not pay attention-
it was made up of both Republicans and Democrats,
but that didn't make any difference?

AKARD:

Oh, that didn't make any difference.

ARENA:

And when there were elections regarding campaigns,
that the club didn't back a particular candidate, as
far as you recollect, it didn't back a Republican or
Democrat •
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AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

. • . because you had
persuasions. Speaking
made to the community,
ipated in the Fourth of July or
holidays in any special way?

members who were of both
about the contribution it
do you recall that it partic
Armistice Day, or any special

AKARD:

No. I know one special project, we sold bonds once,
had a booth downtown, you know, savings bonds during
the war.

ARENA:

Were they fairly strict about the 20-30 idea? Were
there no distinguished men, or even after a person
reached the age of ~irty, was he automatically
dropped? Was that pretty automatic?

AKARD:

Actually, before the war they did, but then after
the war they extended it because some of the boys
were gone quite a few years so they extended it for
a few years.

ARENA:

Was the club in any way a benevolent club or insur
ance society in any way?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

There was nothing like that at all. Did this tie-up
with other cities mean that annual conventions were
held in these different cities, and did you ever
attend any?

AKARD:

I attended one in San Bernardino [California] and one
on Catalina Island [California] once.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the President himself ever attended
any of these? While he was president would it be
virtually automatic?

AKARD:

Actually, as a rule, the president always attended,
but I didn't happen to attend the one when he was
president.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the expenses were paid, if the
person was an officer?

AKARD:

Actually, the club paid so much, because we always
had a convention fund. You know, we'd do different
things to raise money.

ARENA:

On the question of people belonging to different
parties and that not making any difference, how about
the idea of different religious denominations? Did
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you notice that it was made up of all different religious
denominations?
AKARD:

It was made up of all different religions. Like
[Melville C.] Mel Rich was Catholic~ nobody made
any difference about that. Dick you might say was
a Quaker, and that didn't make any difference. And I went
to st. Matthias Episcopal Church~ that didnlt make any dif
ference. And Monte Wicker went to the Friends church across
the street here~ I'm pretty sure he went to the Friends church~
I can't remember, I think he did. Everybody went to wherever
they wanted to go and that was the way it was accepted. There
wasn't any controversy between the different religions.

ARENA:

Was the meeting started--I think I asked this before
but now it might make more sense again--with a formal
prayer, do you recollect?

AKARD:

They always had a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance
to the flag, and some songs, like "Take me out to the
ball game; Buy me some peanuts and crackerjack,"
some songs like that where you got everybody kind of loosened
up and enthused, you know.

ARENA:

Are you a member of any service organization now,
like Kiwanis or Rotary?"

AKARD:

No.

I belong to the Masonic lodge and the Elks lodge.

ARENA:

I was just wondering. I'm a member of Kiwanis and I
know how that is organized, and it's very similar,
the make-up. We do begin with the Pledge, sing a
national anthem, and say grace before the meal. As a matter
of fact, did that also include a meal?

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

In your case it would have been supper. And then
therels some kidding around, as you say, singing of
songs, and then there's always a speaker, pretty well
set. Any reason why you wouldn't join one of the more famous
service organizations such as Lions or Kiwanis, if that was
just about what you folks did in the 20-30 Club?

AKARD:

Well, it seems awfully hard, when you're selling
automobiles, to tell your prospective buyer,
"Good-bye, 1 1 m going to lunch right now." It was
always a hassle to get away at lunchtime. And the same way
in a service station. I've been asked several times, but if
you're working on something and to go home and get cleaned up
from the station, or if somebody don't show, if you're working
his shift, it's almost impossible to get away, so I've never
accepted an invitation to join any other service club.
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ARENA:

In this period when you belonged before, was the
financial aspect, consideration, was it cheaper,
possibly, to be a 20-30 man; were the dues less as
far as you recollect, than Rotary and Lions?

AKARD:

You were too young to belong to the Rotary or Lions
then.

ARENA:

Shall we move on to the final area of contact--unless
there's anything else about the 20-30 Club you'd like
to bring up?

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

All right. Shall we move on to the final area, where
you from time to time would visit your uncle's law
office and would see the President off to the side;
do you recall just what he was doing when you walked in? In
other words, was he usually seated at a desk; would he be
standing, talking with one of the other lawyers or someone
who was asking for advice; do you recollect that in any way?

AKARD:

Well, each one had their own office. Now, I can't
remember, I think Uncle Jeff's office was back here,
and .

ARENA:

In other words, you recall that the offices were in
this building on this floor.

AKARD:

We're in them now, but I can't

ARENA:

Not quite. We're presently in 611 and his was 607,
[Bank of America building].

AKARD:

It seems to me you looked out on Greenleaf [Avenue]
from Uncle Jeff's office.

ARENA:

I see.

AKARD:

I'm sure. And one office had all the books in, you
know. And then Tom's office. . . • It's been so
long.

ARENA:

But each one had his own room in the suite.

AKARD:

Had his own office, and they all used the same
receptionist, you know, Mrs. [Evlyn] Dorn. And I
can't think of the other lady's name [Bernice William~.

ARENA:

You recall that there were two secretaries and a
receptionist?
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AKARD:

Gosh, I can't recall her name, and I know it just
as well as I know my own. Can't remember right now.

ARENA:

We can check that.

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

We'll check with Mrs. Dorn.
at that time?

AKARD:

Yes.

ARENA:

Just to make sure, now, do you recall anything
specifically taking place between you and the Presi
dent during any of these visits to the law office?

AKARD:

No. I'd come in, and if Uncle Jeff wasn't busy I'd
go into his office, and whenever he had an appoint
ment, why, you left.

ARENA:

And if you did go into his office, you went in and
talked with him.

AKARD:

Right.

ARENA:

And at the time, were you both members of the 20-30
Club? Did you know one another from that experience?

Do you know if she's still living?

You do recall Mrs. Dorn

AKARD:

Well, he was a member then, but of course, in a law
office they've got work to do and you don't interfere
with somebody else, and if Uncle Jeff was busy, why,
you just turned around and left.

ARENA:

In other words, you wouldn't just stay there and try
to make conversation.

AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

Would you say that you were actually discouraged from
that by the others, whether it was President Nixon or
the other lawyers?

AKARD:

No, everybody spoke to you.

ARENA:

But you felt that you shouldn't take up their time.

AKARD:

Right.

ARENA:

Do you recollect anything to the effect that the
President's parents made pies which were brought to
the office by the president, and you might have
tasted some at some time, or did that come up in any way?
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AKARD:

No.

ARENA:

And do you recall that being the case, even BEFORE
the law office period that we're talking about now?
Did you ever know, for example, that the Nixons did
do any cooking and any baking for sale?

AKARD:

Really, outside of going to the restaurant and
eating when Don took it over, why, no.

ARENA:

Finally, unless. . • . Is there anything else about
this law business that I haven't brought up that
you'd like to bring up? Anything in that connection?

AKARD:

No; the only thing, I can't remember the other
secretary's name, and I know it just as well.

ARENA:

We'll be sure to find that name right after this
interview, because Mrs. Dorn, as you know, is right
next door, and I'm sure she'll remember. Well, let
me ask you a kind of overall question, that only a person like
you could answer, since you've known the President directly
and indirectly before he became famous. What things do you
see in him now, when you see him on television or when you
hear him on the radio, what things in him remind you of the
President, say back in the 20-30 Club days, which I imagine
is the period sharpest in your memory, because you don't re
call him too sharply in the law office or too sharply when you
were delivering milk, but it was possibly in the 20-30 Club
where you see him the clearest?

AKARD:

You still see him as a strong, determined man, trying
to do it the right way.

ARENA:

In other words, that attitude and that characteristic
that he has now you recall from that period, and you
don't see any difference.

AKARD:

Right.

ARENA:

Well, Mr. Akard, I really can't thank you enough for
taking the time to come out and make this contribution
to history. Thank you very much.

AKARD:

You're welcome.

